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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A mechanically welded structure comprising a first flat 
and thin metallic structural element extending in a plane and delimited by a straight edge 
on one side, and a second metallic structural element welded to the straight edge of the 
first structural element, or welded to an intermediate element connected to the straight 
edge and inserted between the first and second structural elements, the second structural 
element exerting, at at least one point of the straight edge, a force resolving into at least 
one component extending in the plane perpendicularly perpendicular, to the straight 
edge, wherein the first structural element has a stress-relieving slit extending parallel to 
the straight edge and situated facing the point at which the force is exerte d, at least 
one edge of the stress-relieving slit flexing to allow the stress-relieving slit to open in 
response to the force . 

2. (Previously Presented) The structure according to Claim 1, wherein the stress- 
relieving slit is arranged in the immediate vicinity of the straight edge. 

3. (Previously Presented) The structure according to Claim 2, wherein the stress- 
relieving slit, when at rest, is less than 2 cm wide. 

4. (Currently Amended) The structure according to Claim 1 , wherein the first 
structural element has a shape elongated in a direction parallel to the straight edge, the 
first stmctural element having, perpendicular to tiie direction, a first dimension at the 
location of the point at which the force is exerted, the stress-relieving slit havings 
according to edi4 the direction^ a length greater than ttie first dimension. 

5. (Currently Amended) The structure according to Claim 1, wherein the stress- 
relieving slit has two opposite ends, and circular holes^ at the two opposite ends, the holes 
having a diameter that is at least three times the width of the stress-relieving slit. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The structure according to Claim 5, ^i^^horoin including 
backing plates reinforcing the first structural element io reinforced around the circular 
holes by backing platoo . 

7. (Currently Amended) A liquefied gas transport ship which has a hull, and a cell 
delimited by partitions connected to the hull, and a liquefied gas storage tank arranged in 
the cell, at least one of the partitions of the cell being a mechanically welded structure 
according to Claim 1, thio partition having a wall oomprioing the intermediate clcniout , at 
least one flat and thin metallic stiffener extending in a plane and welded by a straight 
edge to an exterior surface of the wall opposite from the storage tank and including the 
firot otructural clement , and a piece welded to an interior surface of the wall opposite from 
the exterior surface oomprioinG the oocond otructural olomcnt. , said piece exerting, at least 
at one point of the straight edge, a force resolving into at least one component extending 
in the plane, perpendicular to the straight edge, the stiffener having a stress-relieving slit 
extending parallel to the straight edge and situated facing the point at which the force is 
exerted. 

8. (Currently Amended) The ship according to Claim 11, wherein when tho 
otoragc tank ha\dng a liquefied gao containment membrane io attached to the anchoring 
olomont, the anchoring element anchors a liquefied gas containment membrane of the 
tank on the wall, the force applied to the stiffener ^ being generated by the stress applied 
to the anchoring olomont piece by the containment membrane. 

9. (Currently Amended) The ship according to Claim 8, wherein the anchoring 
element anchoro is a bar extending in a plane perpendicular to the stiffener. 

10. (Previously Presented) The ship according to Claim 7, wherein the wall extends in 
a plane perpendicular to the normal direction of movement of the ship, and the stiffener 
extends in a plane perpendicular to the wall. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The ship according to Claim 7, wherein tho oooond 
otruotural olomont the piece includes an anchoring element. 

12. (New) A mechanically welded structure comprising a first flat and thin metallic 
structural element extending in a plane and delimited by a straight edge on one side, and a 
second metallic structural element welded to the straight edge of the first structural element, 
or welded to an intermediate element connected to the straight edge and inserted between the 
first and second structural elements, the second structural element exerting, at least at one 
point of the straight edge, a force resolving into at least one component extending in the 
plane, perpendicular to the straight edge, the first structural element having 

a stress-relieving slit extending parallel to the straight edge and situated facing the 
point at which the force is exerted, 

a shape elongated in a direction parallel to the straight edge, 

perpendicular to the direction, a first dimension at the location of the point at which 
the force is exerted, the stress-relieving slit having, according to the direction a length greater 
than the first dimension. 

13. (New) The structure according to claim 12, wherein the stress-relieving slit has 
two opposite ends and two circular holes at the opposite ends, the holes having a diameter 
that is at least three times the width of the stress-relieving slit. 

14. (New) The structure according to claim 12, wherein the stress-relieving slit is 
arranged in the immediate vicinity of the straight edge. 

15. (New) The structure according to claim 12, wherein the stress-relieving slit, 
when at rest, is less than 2 cm wide. 

16. (New) A mechanically welded structure comprising a first flat and thin metallic 
structural element extending in a plane and delimited by a straight edge on one side, a second 
metallic structural element welded to the straight edge of the first structural element, or 
welded to an intermediate element coimected to the straight edge and inserted between the 
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first and second structural elements, the second structural element exerting, at least at one 
point of the straight edge, a force resolving into at least one component extending in the 
plane, perpendicular to the straight edge, the first structural element having a stress-relieving 
slit extending parallel to the straight edge and situated facing the point at which the force is 
exerted, the stress-relieving slit having two opposite ends and two circular holes at the 
opposite ends, and backing plates reinforcing the first structural element around the circular 
holes. 

17. (New) The structure according to claim 16, wherein the holes have a diameter 
that is at least three times the width of the stress-relieving slit. 

18. (New) The structure according to claim 16, wherein the stress-relieving slit is 
arranged in the immediate vicinity of the straight edge. 

19. (New) The structure according to claim 16, wherein the stress-relieving slit, 
when at rest, is less than 2 cm wide. 

20. (New) A mechanically welded structure comprising a first flat and thin metallic 
structural element extending in a plane and delimited by a straight edge on one side, a second 
metallic structural element welded to the straight edge of the first structural element, or 
welded to an intermediate element connected to the straight edge and inserted between the 
first and second structural elements, the second structural element exerting, at least at one 
point of the straight edge, a force resolving into at least one component extending in the 
plane, perpendicular to the straight edge, the first structural element having a stress-relieving 
slit extending parallel to the straight edge and situated facing the point at which the force is 
exerted, the first structural element having, perpendicular to the direction, a first dimension at 
the location of the point at which the force is exerted, the stress-relieving slit having, 
according to the direction, a length greater than the first dimension, and backing plates 
reinforcing the first structural element around circular holes. 
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